
Edinburgh Law School 
Subject Specific 
Exchange



Law School contacts

▪ Academic Contacts:

Dr Longjie Lu (Exchange Coordinator)  1.271 OC

Longjie.lu@ed.ac.uk

Dr Gail Lythgoe / Dr Deval Desai (Global Law Prog Directors)

Gail.Lythgoe@ed.ac.uk / Deval.Desai@ed.ac.uk

▪ Office Contacts:

Law Study Abroad Team 

Law.Exchanges@ed.ac.uk

Law Student Support Office 

Law.SSO@ed.ac.uk
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Contact SWAY

Phone SWAY +44 (0)131 651 5999

Mon-Fri (10 am to 4 pm)

Book a 1:1 Teams appointment with a member of 
staff from the relevant SWAY Team

Emails: europe.outgoing@ed.ac.uk
international.outgoing@ed.ac.uk

All contact details on SWAY website:

https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/contacts
Florence

https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/contacts


Today's programme

▪What type of exchange?

▪Where could you go?

▪What do you need to consider?

▪What are the academic requirements?

▪Timeline for application and deadlines

▪Where to find out more

Study exchanges | Study and Work Away Service | Global

https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/study-exchanges


Law subject-specific exchanges

▪ Compulsory year abroad 
LLB Global Law
LLB Law & German/Spanish/French

▪ Optional year abroad 
LLB Law
Other joint degrees with law as the first subject

▪ All law-specific exchange programmes are year-long;  Semester-only 
programmes are NOT available.

▪ University-wide exchange programmes are NOT available to Law School 
students. 



Host institutions (for Law LLB programmes)
Europe
▪ Copenhagen
▪ Groningen 
▪ Helsinki
▪ Leiden          
▪ Leuven         
▪ Lucerne
▪ Maastricht  
▪ Oslo
▪ Roma Tre 
▪ Utrecht
▪ Aix-Marseille
▪ ESADE Barcelona
▪ Pontificia Comillas Madrid
▪ Vienna  
▪ Sciences Pô
▪ Padova
▪ Université de Lorraine
▪ Munich

North America 
▪ UBC
▪ McGill  
▪ Osgood 
▪ Texas at Austin 

Latin America 
▪ FGV Rio   
▪ Diego Portales

Australia 
▪ Queensland 

Asia
▪ Hong Kong

Where to find more information
▪ Law School’s Guidance  (courses and 

living costs)

▪ SWAY’s Partner Guidance

▪ Check host institutions’ websites 

Please pay attention to:
▪ Law & language: ensure that the institution

offers enough law courses taught in the
language you study.

▪ Joint LLB: ensure that the institution allows
students to take enough credits in non-law
courses.

▪ Check host institutions’ websites.

Partner%20guidance


Host institutions (for Global Law programme)

Europe
▪ Leiden          
▪ Leuven         
▪ IE Law School 

Madrid 
▪ Sciences Pô
▪ Bucerius

North America  
▪ McGill  

Latin America 
▪ FGV Rio   
▪ Universidad de los 

Andes

Australia 
▪ UNSW

Asia
▪ Hong Kong
▪ O.P Jindal Global 
▪ NUS

Where to find more information
▪ Law School’s Guidance  (courses and 

living costs)

▪ SWAY’s Partner Guidance

▪ Check host institutions’ websites 

Partner%20guidance


Things to research when considering where to go

Key things to consider | Study and Work Away Service | Global

▪ Courses and assessment

▪ Style of learning

▪ Teaching language

▪ Accommodation  

▪ Cost of living

▪ Your support and well-
being requirements

▪ Climate

▪ Travel opportunities

▪ Term dates

▪ Visas  

You will need to pay tuition fees to the University of Edinburgh in the 
usual way, NOT to your host institution. 

https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/key-things-to-consider


Academic requirements (pre-application)

▪ In order to be permitted to go on exchange in your third year, you must (1)
have passed a full 240 credits of courses at the end of the May exam diet; and
(2) have passed all your second-year courses at the first attempt.

▪ If you have been awarded a Null Sit as a result of Exceptional Circumstances,
the School, College and SWAY still need to assess the feasibility of proceeding
with your exchange plan. If terms at your host institution start earlier than
Edinburgh’s resit dates (e.g. Australia), you will unlikely be able to go on
exchange.

▪ For non-language students: if you would like to study law in a language other
than English, you need to demonstrate that you have reached the B2 level.



Academic requirements (during year abroad)
▪ The general requirement: your year abroad study should meet the

requirements on your Degree Programme Table (DPT).

▪ The minimum number of courses or credits will vary between
universities, but it should be equivalent to 120 credits in Edinburgh. (We do
not encourage you to take more than 120 credits.)

▪ Advanced Legal Writing online is compulsory, which you will take remotely.
This course bears 10 Edinburgh credits and counts towards the 120 credits in
your third year.

▪ European exchanges: 55 ECTs (1 ECT = 2 Edinburgh credits)

▪ International exchanges: please refer to the Law School Guidance or the host
institution’s fact sheet.



Academic requirements (during year abroad)
▪ LLB and Law & Language: you are expected to take law courses only, except

for up to ONE language course per semester.

▪ Law & Language: at least 45 ECTs (i.e. 2/3 courses) must be taught in the
language you study.

▪ Other joint degrees: the split between the two subjects should be consistent
with the requirements on your DPT. You can also take up to ONE language
course per semester.

▪ You should avoid taking a course which overlaps with those you have taken
in Years 1 & 2 or intend to take in Year 4.

▪ You should avoid taking a course without a grade (i.e. on a pass/fail basis).



Academic requirements (during year abroad)

▪The credits taken during study abroad count towards your degree,
but the results of your third year courses studied abroad will not be
included in the calculation of your degree classification.

▪ Law and Language: please refer to your DPT.

▪ Progression to Year 4 (consistent with TAR 52)

“Has achieved PASS marks in at least 80 credits and has an overall
average of 40% or more over the full 120 credits.”



Funding
▪ Due to the limited funding sources available, we advise students to think

about the financial implications of embarking on an exchange.

▪ The University of Edinburgh provides financial support via the Turing Scheme
to students who are required to study abroad as a compulsory requirement.

▪ From 25-26, students undertaking voluntary exchanges may be considered for
funding if they meet the Widening Participation criteria. (Please contact SWAY
to check whether you are eligible.)

▪ SWAY strongly advise students NOT to rely solely on Turing Scheme funding
for core living expenses. It is intended as a contribution towards your living
expenses and is unlikely to cover all the costs of your time abroad.

https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/funding/turing-scheme


Timeline for application

▪ Application: 29 October 2025 (noon)
– 12 November 2025 (noon)

▪ School allocation by 8 January 2026
(noon)

▪ Accept or decline the offer by 15
January 2026 (noon)

▪ Reallocation TBC



How to apply 

▪ Attend SWAY’s pre-application information sessions.

▪ Read carefully the Guidance provided by the Law School and SWAY.

▪ It is your responsibility to research your choices and select appropriate
institutions.

▪ Select up to five institutions, in order of priority.

▪ Submit your application by using the Mobility Online Application Form.

▪ Allocation is based on academic merits, i.e. your first year results.



Personal statement

▪ The personal statement is optional for all students in the Law School.

▪ For Global Law students, please submit a personal statement if you think
that you need to provide more context to explain how your choice helps
develop your global perspective and networks (e.g. if you are from the
country in which you are proposing to do your year abroad).

▪ For other LLB students, you may (1) outline your academic motivation for
applying; (2) explain why your qualities would make you a good
representative for the University of Edinburgh and the Law School; (3)
explain how the opportunity would benefit you personally.

▪ You should focus on your first-choice destination.



Follow SWAY on Instagram

• Hints and tips on the application process

• Signposting to important resources that will
help you submit your application

• Student stories and testimonials

• Help with what to consider before applying

• Destination inspiration


